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A 
SEASONABLE DISCOURSE 
AGAINST 


COMPREHENSION, 
Occaſioned by a late : 


PAMPHLET 


Inticuled The oh 
Peaceable Deſign, 


Being a Modeſt Account of the 


Non-Conformiſts Mettin 5," with ſome A 
of their Reaſons for . Non-tonformi- | 
th: And the way of Accommodation in |: 


the Matter of Religion. Humbly propo- 
| ſell to Publick Contideration by ſothe Mi-- 
niſters of Lendox , againſt the Sitting of 
Parliament,in the Year, 1675. | 


_ Titas 1. 13. 


Rebuke them ſharply, that they may be ſound | 


in the Faith. 
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a Diſcourſe arainſ (om - 


prebenſion. 


Us an amazing Refleition ( but 
that nothing ſeems ſtrange in 
theſe laſt 1 worſt of Days) 
that Perſons otherwiſe of. un- 

doubted Loyalty, thould ſo fat be a Con- + 
tradiction to themſelyes and their for- 
mer Ai#0x5,as out of a vain compliance 
with ſome People, .and thereby to ob- 


' tain the Titleof Moderate Mem, to be 


encouragers of thoſe Deſigns, which, 
if duely proſecuted according to ſome 
Mens intentions, are inevitably de- 
ſtructive both to Ghurch and Szate. 
That there ſhould be Ambitions, Co- 
vetous, Diſcontented Perſons, who ha- 
ving flouriſhed under the late Rebel;- 
0#, do endeavout to repeat it; is no 
wonder. But that any of thoſe Loyal 
Sufferers,who have ſufficiently ſmarted 
under the /ate Troubles,that thoſe ſhould 


't ſotamely contribute to their owz: and 
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- A Diſcourſe 
the Churche's ruine, is not ſo eaſily un- 
derſtood. | | 
- That the I. C. have formerly found 
Friends and. Favourices amongſt ſome 
Privy: Counſellors , . and others of the 
Nobility, is ealily granted. 
 *4: (And therefore the Author of 
Good-Will among#t Proteſtants, who ſo 
voaingly urgeth this Topick, might 
if he pleas'd, have kept his ®otations 
in his Common: Place-Book ). 

The generous diſpolition of thoſe 
noble Spirits, naturally Compaſſionate 
towards all ſuffering Parties, and the 
oreat comparative Meekzeſs and Inn. 
cency that appear'd in thoſe firſt Deſſex. 
ters, area ready Apology for the Indul. 
gence that was then ſhewed them. Bur 
now fince by their Fruits we do know 
them : Since their Principles are ex- 
plain'd into ſuch diſmal Pra#ices (of 
which it were a happy thing if the ſad 
experience of theſe Kingdoms would 
ſuffer us to be ignorant) the Loyal 
Nobility. and Gentry, much leſs the 
Clergy, have little cauſe to be fond of 
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againſt Comprehenſion. 5- 
Aathority with their impertinent, I pray 
God they do not prave deſtructive, Cla- 
mours. _ |; 

That this may not be rejected as the 
melancholy reflexion of a diſcontented 
Brain, I ſhall conſider the intended 


| Relaxation with all - imaginable ſtridt- 


neſs. 


The Matter of Fa is this. 


The Nor Conformiſts bave . mov'd, 


that :wo Declarations in the Ad of 
Uniformity, may 'be: diſpenſed. with. 
They are theſe, 


I 4. B. do here declare my 


. infeigned Aflent and Confent 


co all, and every thing contatn- 
ed, and preſcribed in, and ' by 


the Book, [nticulea, The Book. 


of Common-P2ayer , and 


Adminiſtration of the Da- 


craments, and other Kites 
and - Ceremonies of the 
Az Church 
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Church, accozding to the uſe 
of the Church of England ; 
together with the Pſalcer 02 


Pſalmes of David, pointed as. 


they are to be Sung 02- Said 
in Churches; and the fozm 
. 2 manner of Making, D:- 
daining , and Conſecrating 
of Bilhops , Pzieſts, and 
Deacons, 


I 4. B. do declare, that it is 
not lawful upon any pretence 
whatſoever, to take Arms a- 
gainſt the King ; and thac I do 
abhor that Traiterous Poſition 
of taking Arms by his Autho- 


rity againſt his Perſon, 'or a- . 


ga1nſt thoſe that are Commifh«s 
onated by him ; and that I will 
Conform to the Liturgy of 
the Church of Ennland. as ic 
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againſt Comprehenſion, © 
is now by Law eſtabliſhed. And 
I do declare that 1 do hold, 
there lies no Obligation upon 
me, or any other Perſon from 
the Oath, commonly called the 


 Solemn League-and Cove- 


nant co endeavour any Change 
or Alteration of Government, 
either in Church or State ; 
and that the ſame was in it ſelf 
an unlaWful Oach, and impo= 
poled upon theSubjeſrts of this 
Realm, againſt the known 
Laws and Liberties of this 


Kingdout, 


What Private deſigns are heildby 
promoting, we muſt leave to Almighty 


God and the Event of things :- But as* ” - 


to the Publich, there can be no war-. 
rantable Reaſon for ſuch Diſpenſation; 
but either the #nlawfulneſs or inexpedi-. 
ency of theſe Declarations, - 

The 


The «nlawfulneſs of them- will never 
be pretended -by any true So of the 


Church of England, For this were in 


ſhort to give up the whole Cauſe ; and 
to lay the charge of Schiſm at our own 
Doors. Becauſe, hat Church which 
requires any thing «»/awful, as a con- 


dition of, her Communion, is doubtleſs 


Schiſmatical, | 


But ſince thoſe Laws and Conftitutt- 


- --0#s, which were at firſt Legally eſta- 
bliſh'd, may by the alteration of Cir- 
cumſtances, be very burdenſome to the 
S#bjei?, and as ſuch ought to. be Re- 
prated; let us conſider the juſtneſs of 
their pretences herein. And: if upon 
inquiry it do appear , that the conti- 
nuance of theſe Declarations is as ne- 
ceſſary for the preſervation both of 
Ghiggh and State as their firſt enforce- 
ment ; I do then humbly petition 4«- 
» Fbortty' to confider the excellent wards 
*Varce of ine Of this. preſent * Parlta- 
Houſe of Com- 2221. 
mons, Feb. 5s. It will no way become the 
1662. againit | 
Indulgence. Gravity or Wiſdom of 4 
_ Parliament, to paſs a Law 
at 


againſt Comprehenſion. NEE 2 "IR 


at one Seſſion: for Uniformity, and at the 
next Seſſion (the Reaſons of Uniformity 
continuing ſtill the ſame) to paſs another 
Law to fruſtrate or weaken the EfRtcution 
of tt. | 

1t will expoſe your Mejeſy to the reſt- 
leſs importunity'of every Set or Opinion, 
«1d of every jingle Perſon alſo, who ſhall 
preſume to diſſent from the Church of 
England. - | 

As to theſe Declarations , the Aſſent 
and Conſent in the former; and the Re- 
punciation of the Covenant in the later, 
are thus rationally grounded. 

The end and detign of Government 
is, Salas Publica ;, it is to take care, 


' Ne quid detriment capiat communtitas : 


Or in the Apoſtles phraſe, That we may 
live a quict and peaccabl: Life in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, For the obtain+- 
ing of which happy end, his Sacred 
Majeſty, who is. Cuftos utriuſque Tabulze, 
out of a due care of his. People, by the 
advice. of his, Council, . hath. Enacted : 
That no Man be admitted into any 
Office Sacred cr Secular, who, when his 


Place requires it , retvſeth by Oaths, 
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10 4 Diſcourſe 
Subſcriptions, or Declarations, to give 
aſſurance to the Publick, that he is Oy- 
thodox and Pcgceable. | 
NO fince different Opinions and 

Practices in matters of Religion (eſpe- 
cially when cheriſhed and indulg'd) do 
naturally improve into contentious 
Diſputes ; and thoſe Diſputes, if not 
reſtrain'd, break out into Civil Wars. 
* Mr. wewcomes © > * Men will at laſt 
Serm. before Part. Fake up Swords and Spears 
Sept. 12. 1644 inſtead of Pens; and de- 
et fend by Arms what they 
cannot do by Arguments. Since things 
are thus; *Tis at leaſt Prudence, if 
not Duty, in the Supreme Power, to 
remove the occaſion of this Ruine, by 
enjoyning the Publick praGice of theſe 
Duties in one Uniform way; that all his 
SubjeRts may ſpra' the ſame thing ; and 
that there be no Diviſions amongſt them, 
perfectly joyn'd together in the ſame Mind 
ard in the ſame' Fudoment, 


And therefore the Ae for Unifor- 


mity moſt prudently - enjoyneth, That 


no Man be permitted the publick Ex- 
erciſe- of his Miniſtry, till in this firſt 
RE. 
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 * againſt Comprehenſion. 
Declaration, he hath given his unfeign- 
ed Aſſent and Conſent to the ſe of all 
and every thing in the ſaid con- 
ed ; 
Hypocrifie being hateful both to God 
and Maz, and deſtructive to humane 
SOCICty« 


As to the other Declaration in bricf 
thus. 
/ 

It being notoriouſly known with 
what deſign the Covenant was firſt Im- 
poſed ; even the ruine of that Govern- 
ment which the Kings of England in 
their Coronation-Oath do ſwear to Main- 


tain: And the ſad Effects being as Ob- 


vious, to which that League was ina 
great meaſure Inſtrumental; Authori- 
ty could do no leſs, without being 


wanting to its own Preſervation, than 


to require an aſſurance from . all Per- 
{ons to be admitted into the Miziſftry; 
that there lies no Obligation from this 
Oath, to endeavour any Alteration of 


| \ Government tither in Church or State. 


1 
| 
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In which words whoever refuſcth on 
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declare doth in effe& aſſure us; That 
though at preſent reſtrained, yet he is 
fill ed, when occaſion ſhall offer it 
ſelf, Wis Place and Calling to root 
out Popery, Prelacy, i. e. Government 
by Arch Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Chap- 
ters, GC. 

If it be replied, That there is no Al- 


teration of Government intended by 


theſe moderate Difſenters, whoſe Com - 
prehenſion is defir'd ; but that it is an- 
other. Clauſe in the Declaration, which 
juſtifieth their refuſal, viz. There lies 
10 Obligation on me or any other Perſon, 
&c. Which, ſay they, cannot ſafely 
be declard, becauſe, though they do 
not approve the whole Oath; yet there 
are ſeveral indiſpenſable Duties con- 
tained in it, which can never be 7c- 
nounced, | 
To this I Anſwer : 

The A/coran , Romiſh Breviary, or 
Miſſal, may by any one that hath ſub- 
ſcrib'd them be lawfully renounced ; 
and yet doubtleſs there are in them ſe- 
veral Duties of Morality, whereto he 
was obliged before, and to which he was 


fur- 
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againſt Comprehenſion. T3 
further obliged by his own Perſonal 
a& in ſubſcribing, as being a part there- 
of, Yet may he renounce I» h4c for- 
4, And ſo it is with the Covenant ; 
which may in like manner be renounc'd, 
notwithſtanding thoſe good things that 
are contained in it, The _ IS, 
Becauſe Subſcription was to the Totums 
complexum, i. e. to the whole Frame 
of the Govenarnt as ſuch ; and therefore 
the. Abrenunciation of it muſt be to the 
whole as ſuch : The Obligation where- 
of being renounc'd, muſt reach to eve- | 
ry Branch and Clauſe therein ſoas no 
Man ſtanderch obliged to the perfor- 
mance of any one Branch thereof 
(though otherwiſe not only lawful, but 
even neceſſary upon - ſome other ac- 
count)as it is a Branch of the Covenant. 

As, to that trifling Ecruple; That 
though they themſelves are not obliged 
by it, yet it is too much confidence to 
geclare ; There lies no Obligation on any 
other: This, I ſay, ſcarce deſeryes 
Confutation, For, fince Nemo #:2e. 
tur ad impoſſibile, and Turamentum non 
eſt vinculum iniquitatis; it it be in it 


if 
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elf an unlawful” Oath (as hath upor 


occalion been ſufficiently prov'd) it 
can neither oblige them, nor any other 
whatſocver, to any. thing but Repen- 
tance. 


But the moſt plauſible Pretence in 


behalf of theſe Diſſenters (and which 
it ſeems hath influenc'd ſome loyal No- 
ble Breaſts) isthis.. F 
The Union of Proteſtants in his Ma- 
jeſties Kingdom's, is a very blefled and 
deſirable Work ; and accordingly it is 
the Duty of every good Subject, in his 
Place and Calling, faithfully to pro- 
mote it : This being the moſt effeugl 
Method to ſuppreſs the common-Ene-. 
iny the Papiſts ; who are doubtleſs more 
encourag'd by ,our D:vi/ions, than any 
other Motives or Endeavours oof their 
own Party, And therefore were there 
but ſome little Relaxation grafited, 
whereby the moſt eminent Presbyter:- 
2#s might be receiv'd into the Church , 
What a conſternation would this ſtrike 
into. the Papa! Faition? What ſignal 
Service might the Church of England 
receive from theſe famous Champions, 
whoſe 
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againſt Comprehenſion; mY 5 


rious to the World ? 


This is their P/za: The weakneſs of 


which may thus eaſily appear. | 
The U7ion of Proteſtants, Reforma- 


tion f abuſes of Religion, with ſuch 


like ſpecious Names, being the uſual 


Vizards wherewith Men of inſatiable 


fwarice or Ambition diſguiſe their baſe 
unworthy Intentions, that the ugli- 
neſs thereof may not appear to vulgar 
Eyes : Ir concerns Authority to be very 
deliberate in their Counce/s, and not be 
too forward, upon every flight pre- 
tence, to innovate good Laws, for the 
ſad conſequents of which C:ange they 
can never be anſwerable to Church and 

State. | 
Few are of ſo weak Capacity, but pub- 
lick evils they eaſily eſpie ; fewer ſo pati- 
ent, as net to complain, when the grie- 
vous inconveniences thereof” work ſenſible 
Smart, ſaith judicious Mr, Hooker. 
Hence it 1s that the very name of Re- 
formation carrieth with it a great deal 
of outward Glory and Luftre, filling 
the Hearrs of Men with expectation 
of 
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of much Happineſs to enſue, and in 
that Hope is evermore ecntertain'd with 
general Applauſe, eſpecially of _ the 
V'ulgar fort: And therefore Coverors, 
'Ambitions, Diſconted Perſons, have al- 
ways improv'd this Inclination to their 
own advantage. .' So that ſeldome- hath 
any Sacrilegious or Seditious attempt 
appear'd abroad in the. World, : and 
been countenanced either by the Great 
ones, or the Many, which hath not been 
-uſher'd in by this piece of Hypocrifie ; 
although upon the Poſt-fatt we have ſad- 
ly experienc'd ; that the pretence of a 
thorough Reformation ſerveth as a Foil 
to ſer off the blackeſt .Crimes that ever 
the Chriſtian World was guilty of, 


This general Conſideration firſt pre- 
miſed (and 'tis no unſeaſonable Refle- 
&ion) to the preſent Propoſal, 1. thus 


Anſwer; 


That the Union -of Proteſtants is 
indeed a very bleſſed and deſfreable 
Work, as being the moſt. effcctual 

Me- 
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Method to ſuppreſs the common 'Ene- 
my the Papyſt ; and. accordingly that 
it is the Duty of every goad Subject 
in his Place and Calling faithfully to 
promote it. Thus far is eafily grant- 
ed. But then whether this Comprehen- 


' fionbe ſo ſuitable a method to- promote - 


that bleſſed Work, or whether theſe 
Presbyterians would be fo conſiderable 
a ſupport to the Proteſtant Canſe, were 


the Walls of the Charch, like thoſe of 
| Troy, pnll'd dawn to receive them, may 


belt be: judg'd by theix own Confeſſion, = 
For. now they begin to. ſpeak plain. 
The Mask of Hypocrifie by long wear- 
ing is grown ſo thin and -»ſeleſs, that 


ic is fit for nothing but to be throws by. 


That which fo falfly and invidioufly 
hath been objected againſt the Prelates, 


1s too ſadly true of thefe Presbyterians, 


They have a Pope in their Belly, 

This, you'll ſay, is a very harſh-and 
uncharitable Reflection: And I do ac- 
knowledg the Charge, were I not able 
thus to prove it, 

In this very Pampbiilet, - call'd The 
Peaceable Deſign, p. 71, 1 find theſe 
words. Þ Such 
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Such a Toleration only is defir d,as is con: 
ſiſtent with the Articles of Faith,” a good 
Life, and the Government of the Nation, 
' But what ſhallwe ſay then to the Pa- 
piſts, which i the Objeition. hit ſtill in 
their Teeth, that plead for Moderation * 


Why, we will not baulk the delivery of \, * 


our Opinion. 

There are two parts we profeſs of that 
favour or condeſcention we ſeek from the 
higher Powers :. The one conſiſting of a 
Compoſition with thoſe, whoſe Principles 
are fit and capable of it * And the other 
conſiſting of Forbearance towards thoſe, 
whoſe Prixciples will allow them no more. 
The Papiit in our account i but one ſort 
of Recuſants, and the conſceientions and 
peaceable among th:m muſt be held in the 
ſame Predicament with thoſe among our 
ſelves , that likewiſe refuſe to come to 
Common Prayer. Anda little after — 
But 4s for the Common Papiſt, who lives 
inmcently in his way, h: 1s to tu as other 
Separatiſls, and ſo comes under the like 
Toleration. | 
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againſt Comprehenſion. _ 9 
From whence I thus Argue. 


Thoſe who affirm Popery to be conſiſtent 
with the Articles of Faith, a good Life, 
and the Government of the Nation, theſe 


' are 0 faithful Friends to the Proteſtant 


Cauſe. 

But theſe Presbytertans,who deſire this 
Comprehenſion, they affirm Popery to. be 
conſiſtent with the Articles of Faith, a 
good Life, and the Government of the 
Nation. | 

Therefore, theſe Presbyterians who de- 
fire this Comprehenſ.0n, they are no faith- 
ful Frienas to the Proteſtant Cauſe. | 


The Major Ithink cannot be deny'd. 


For, the Articles of our. Faith being 


deſignedly Eſtabliſh'd' by our firſt Re- 


formers, in oppoſition to Popery (moſt 


of the. Popiſh Tenets being condemn'd 
therein) thoſe who affirm Popery to be 
conſiſtent with them, are Betrayers of 
the Reformation, 


B 2 The 


© 1 Ding. 
The Miner is this proved. 
Thaſe who admit a Toleration of Popery, 


ard yet at the favie time-profeſs ;, That fnch | 
4 Toleration only is defir'd, as is con} flent | 


with the Articles of Faith, a 'good Life, 


and the Government of the Nation ;, thoſe | 


affirm Popexy to be conſftent with the Ar. 
ticles of Faith, a good Life, and the Go- 
vernment of the Nation, | 

But theſe Presbytetians who defire this 


Comprehenſion, they admit a Toleration of | 


Popery; And yet at the ſame time profeſs 
that ſuch a Toleration only is defir'd as is 
conſiſtent with the Articles 'of Faith, 4 
OY Life, and the Government of the 
[Vation.. 

Therefore theſe Presbyterians,who defire 
this Comprehenfien , they affirm Popery 
zo be confiſtent with the Articles of Faith, 
a good Life, and the Government of the 
Nation. | | 
The Major is clear and unqueſtion- 

able, as likewiſe the Mzzor, which is 
thus prov'd from their own words, 

That they admit of a Toleration of 

X ? 0Pe- 


J 


| 


BY 


( 


WW, ©, &*® © fm VT. 


againſt Comprehenſion. 21 


Popery, is plain fromthe fore-cited Ex- 
preſſions, vis, * As for the TS 
common Papiſt, who lives inno- Teſign. 
cextly in his way, he us to us as 146: 7*- 
other Separatiſts, and ſo comes under the 
like Toleration, 


That ſuch a Toleration only is de- 
fired, as is conſiſtent with the Articles 
of Faith, a good Life, and the Govern- 
ment of the Nation (the latter part of 
the Mizor) theſe are the very words of 
the Pamphlet. | 

This acknowledg'd agreement be- 
twixt Popery and Presbytery, doth de- 
ſervedly require ſome further Reflexi- 
ons, which I ſhall give my Reader in 
the words of a moſt Learzed, and (if 
I am not miſinform'd) Right Honourable 
Perſon z by tranſcribing part of his 
Letter, the Title of which is as fol- 
loweth, 


A Let- 


LETTER * 


. gent from beyond the 


'SEAS 


To one of the 


CHIEF MINISTERS 


| OF THE 

| Non-Conforming 
I' FPALTTY 

| By way of Reply to many Par- 


ticulars, which he ſent to the Au- 
thorin a Letter of News. 


Uſeful for theſe Diſtempered Times. 


— 


By a Lover of the Eftabliſh'd Government buth 
of Church and State. 


_ 


Anno: Dom. M. DC. LXXIv. 


ite 
—ti__—_—_—— 


A Letter ſent from beyond the Seas, to 
one of the Chief Miniſters of the 
Non-conforming Party, 8c. 


TY Cannot but freely confeſs, that I 
am fince my Travels become cen 
times -a greater lover of our own 

Church, and as many times a-greater 

Hater and Deteſter of the Romiſb 

Church, than I was before. 


And therefore I cannot here diſſem- 


ble the hearty grief I have conceiv'd, 


for the great hopes you have, that the 
Licenſes (as you expreſs it) will be 
once more Authoriz'd by his Majeſty, or 
the Declaration reviv'd. 


: For as it is that which at firſt was 


 hammer'd out by that late Patron and 


Idol of the Presbyterians, the Popiſh 
Lord Glifford; fo 'tis that which the 
Roman Catholicks here (eſpecially the 
Prieſts) do hope and wiſh for as well as | 
youe | 

They deſire nothing more than ſuch 


a 
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a Tolerationas that was, knowing thar 
it muſt needs tend to the ruine of the 
Church of Ergland, which is the prin- 
cipal Butt of all their Envy and Ma- 
lice; as being the main Support and 
Credit of the Reformed Religion eve- 
ry where, and the only Hed againſt 
Popery it (elf in our unfortunate Br#- 


tiſh i{les. 


We meet with not a few Prieſts of 


ſeveral Orders, thar have the confi- 


dence ( in our moſt familiar Confe- 
rences)to tell us ; that by the juſt Judg- 
ment of God upon our Church, the 
time of her Ruine is at hand : The Nas 
tion it ſelf being over-ſpread with 
Schiſm and Atheiſm, and the Hearts 
of the Faithful being diſpoſed by the 
Spirit and Providence of God to reem- 
brace the holy Carholick Truth, And 
therefore tbey freely confeſs, that this 
time of Diſtraction is their Harveſt ; 
and withal expreſs their Intentions 
and Zeal to tranſport themſelves into 
Exoland at the Critical time of Tole- 
ration, that they may be Fellow-La« 
bourers with your ſelves in that Har- 

velt, 


| 
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veſt, They ſeem to Lament as much, 
and Complain as faſt, of the prodigi- 
ous increaſe of - Schiſm and Atheiſm 
among us, as you are wont to do of 
the daily growth of Atheiſm and Po- 

ery. 

And whilſt you both complain alike, 
and in the formality of your com- 
plaints both alike refle& upon the 
Church of England ; it is She only | 
that is the Sufferer, and She only that 
truly laments the Growth, and at the 
ſame time ſers up Banks to hinder the 
perfe&t Inundation of all the three a- 
Mong us. 

As for Schiſm among Proteſtants, 
you were the firſt Fathers, and conti- 
nue the chief Fautors thereof ; all the 
inferior SedFs having ſprung from you, 
and dividing both from you, and one an- 
- other, under pretence of the ſame Rea- 
ſons, for which you profeſs to divide 
from the Church, And 'tis from you, 
that even the @uakering Sedt it ſelf (the 
Dregs of Schiſmz) have learn'd to talk 
of Illumination, and the Spirit, And 
therefore if you be not C.hifmaticks, 

OS 22 FOW''OY - - 
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then the Church of Ergland, fromi 
which you ſeparate, andour of which 
you have gathered Copgregativns, and 
Preach and Adminiſter the Sacraments 
unto them ; I ſay, it you be not Schiſ- 
aaticks, then our Church muſt be-'the 
Schiſmatick in the Controverlie- be- 
tween us ; andbe juſtly chargeable-with 
the ſame Inditment, which She hath 
drawn up againſt the Gharch off Rome. 
An. Afertion , Coſx , which I never 
knew any other Perſon, except one or 
two, belides your {elf,. have the confi- 
dence to aver: Andan Aﬀlertion which 
n0 Proteſtant here in France could hear 
us yet relate without Horror, Impati- 
ence and Diſdain, And therefore, 
if the Reformed. Church of Eg/and, 
(from which you wiltully divide, and 
to which by your Divifions, you cauſe 
fo much Scandal abroad, and Evil at 
home) be not a Schiſmatical - Church, 
that is, a Church which requires ſome 
ſinful Conditions of Communion ,, in what 
a woful Condition will your unpeace- 
able Seditious Spirits appear before the 
God of Peace: ' And how will you 


an- | 
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anſwer that at the Tribunal of his Wil- 
| dom and Juſtice, which neither your 

Fathers, nor yo could ever yet anſwer 
to thoſe Inſtruments of his Glory, Ju- 
dicious Hooker, and the Venerable San- 
acrſow ? | | 
} But whether you are. Schiſmaticks, 
or whether you are not, the Separats- 
ons, which you and your Brood have 
made from the Church, are the appa- 
rent Cauſes of the growth of Popery ; 
and both your Separations and your Su- 
perftitious Enthufiaſtical way of Wor- 
thipping that God whoſe People you em- 
| phatically pretend to be) are the true 
'|\ Caufesof that abundant Atheiſn, which 
' at preſent wakes E»g/and an Aſtonith- 
ment,and a Scandal to Foreign Natzons; 
But beſides the Schiſmz and Exthuſs: 
aſm ; the Bloody Wars, which you tor- 
merly made in the Srate, under pre- 
tenceof the Glory of God, and the Re- 
foxmation of the Reformed Religion, 
have given many Inconfiderate Men oc- 
caſton to ſuſpect, that all Re/ig/oz,like 
| that of moſt of your Leaders, is bur 
|| @*Polttick Engine, which Men uſe, eg 
; make 


| 
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make themſelves Popular and Power- 
ful; that they - may afterwards a&t 
with good Colour whatſoever their In- 
tereſt ſhall ſuggeſt. 

- And furthermore to conſider, That 
the great pretenders of the Spirit, and 
power of the Chriftian Religion (which 
with reſpzt to Magiſtrates teacheth 
nothing but to 0bey or Suffer) ſhould 
notwithſtanding Preach up Rebellion a- 
gainſt their Lawful Price , Fight him 
from Field to Field ; remove him from 
Priſon to Priſon, and at laſt moſt Bar- 
brrouſly put him to Death; is ſuch an 
abſurdity againſt the Principles of right 
Reaſon; ſo repugnant to the Laws of 
our own Nation, and ſo inconſiſtent 
with the Peaceable Doctrine of the 
Goſpel ; that beſides the Atheiſts ic hath 
made, it hath, and ever -will conſtrain 
Men of honeſt Principles and juſt Reſent- 
»znts,to Perſecute you-with Satyrs and 
Exclamations to the end of the Wor/d. 

I am confident, I do not unjuſtly 
charge you in any particular, eſpecial- 
ly with the Myrther of the King. , For 
| there were no Acceſlaries in the Myr: 
tncr 
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ther of that ſacred Perſo, neither was 
it the laſt ſtroke only that fell'd-the Roy» 
al Oak ; but you and the Independants, 
like the two Sacrilegious Prielts of 7u- 
piter, are equally guilty of the Crime z 
the one for binding the direful Vim, 
and the other for pucting the Knife ro 
his Throat. 

But ro be ſhort ; where I am ſo unac- 
ceptable, I'ie conclude my Argument 
with a Fable, A principal Ship, which 
for many years had been Sovereign of 
the- Seas, was at laſt Atrtaqued by a 
Tempeſtuous Wind, which the Devil 
raiſed, and notwithſtanding all the help 
that could be made to ſave her, was dri- 


| ven by the force of that malignant 


Wind, and ſplit upon a Rock, The ve- 
ry ſame inflant the dathed upon the 
Rock, the Wind ceaſed ; and being af- 
terwards curſed by the Sea-Men, for 
the Wrack of the Royal Charles (tor ſo 
the Capital Veſſel was called) anſwer- 
ed: You charge me moſt unjuſtly, my 
Friends; it was not I, but the Rock, 
as you ſaw, that ſplit your Shzp, 


The 
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The Moral of this Parable is very 
obvious ; and if the Application there- 
of, or any thing elſe that I have writ- 
ten, may conduce to awaken your Con- 
ſcience, and reclaim you from Schiſm, 
I ſhall think my pains well beſtowed. 
But if yow and your Seditious Brethren 
will ſtill perſevere to aſſault the Church 
on one hand, as faſt as the Romiſh 
Priefts do undermine Her on the other, 
Her day's are like'to be but few and 
evil ; and except God incline the Heart | 
of our Magi#trates to put the Laws in 
Execution againſt them, and find ſome 
effe-tual means to reduce you, you may 
live to ſee her Ruine accompliſhed, 
which you both alike deſire and ex- 
pe. | 
How numerous you are, the World 
can peſs,; and it the Accounts, which 
we receive from the Fathers of Intelli- 
gence, of ſeveral' Orders, be credible; 
there are at leaſt three Thouſand of them, 
which find entertainment and ſucceſs 
 4noour Nation, + Butin the mean time, 
' till her hour 'is' come, ſhe ſtrugleth a- | 
e4inſt both , like her Saviour _ 
14 the 
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the Phariſees, whoſe true Diſciples in 
part you both are: | They Prater, 
thoſe ſworn Enemies of 'the Goſpel, 
by the Gabals of their ridiculous and im- 
pious Traditions 3 and you repreſenting 
them in their Hypeerifiez Pride, Envy, 
Evil-ſpeaking, moroſs and cenſorions Diſ- 
poſitions, &c., (which are ſins ſcarce 
conſiſtent with Humanity, much leſs 
with Grate) as likewiſe-in obſerving 
many Faſts,- and making long Prayers, 
with defign not to ſerve. God, but to de- 
lude the People. And therefore I won+ 
der not that you are ſuch malignant E- 
nemies tothe Church of Exg/and, fince 
that Phariſaical ſpirit,. which reigneth 
ſo much amongſt you, is a wicked Pu- | 
fillanimous- ſpiric, that affets ta be 
ſeen in the Head of Parties, and Di- 
ate amongſt the Igxorane ; and loves 
as much to Rg/e, as it hates to Obey, 
But would you once be ſo fincere,as to 
ſubdue your Pride ; lay aſide your Pre- 
judice , inform your Ignorance; and for- 
ſake your dearly beloved Ixtereſt for 
the Truth : It would not be long erewe' 
ſhould ſee you joyn with the Church of 

G 


Bug- 
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England, without troubling our Sexa- 
tors to bring you in, with an AZ of 
Comprehention. | 

Your Pride appeareth in Heading of 
Parties, and'in the Pleaſure you are 
ſeen to take in the Multitudes, that run 
after. you z andin your Boaſting, that 
without yow, the Sou/s of People would 
ſtarve for want of. Knowleag. | 
. Your Prejudice: is an efte& of your 
Pride, and diſcovers it ſelf together 
with your Igxoraxce, in not ſubmitting 
to thoſe Invincible Reaſons which you 
cannot a»ſwer . | 

And as for your xtereſt, the great- 
eſt Paradox of all., that is evident e- 
nough to me, who have 10 often heard 
many-of you:glorifie your ſelves in the 
Number and Rithes of your Followers, 
boaſt of their Aﬀection to your ſacred 
Perſons,and brag of the gzeat Sums you 
have ColleQed -1n-- your Congregations ; 
which makes the King's Chappels (as 
you Arrogantly call your Converttcles) 
better Places than moſt of the Churches 
of which he is Patroy. And-therefore 
never complain that you live either 

| | _ wotle 
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worſe, or at greater uncertainties than 
you did before. | 

For by your pretenſions to Poverty 
and Sufferings, and by other unworthy 
Arts, you have fo wrought your ſelves 
into the eſteem of your Diſciples, that 
few of them are either ſo Covetons or 
fo Poor, but they will Pinchiat Home 
to ſupply you. 8-3 | 

There are ſeveral Orders of Fram 
ciſcans here, who have fenovunc'd not 
only Parſonages, but all Temporal E- 
fates, and Poſſeſſions whatſoever z"and 
by their Vain-glorious Sanitity and-An- 
ſterittes, they j 


(which is the faſteſt hold of all )that they 


* can eafily make moſt of them diſpoſe 


of their Children; Cathier their Sex? 
vants, and ſettle their Eſtates as they 
pleaſe ; and by theſe Tricks do more 
effetually promote the Intereſt ' of 
Rome, than all the Pariſh-Prieſts-with- 
in the Pale of that Church. 

And really, when 1 conſider what 
Influence theſe Sanimonious and Selt- 
denying Zealots have o're all Families 

: C 2 | in 


ave got, like you; ſuch . 
faſt hold on the Souls of the People 


— 
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in all Places where they live ; how 
they ſteal away the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple from their Pariſh Pricſts, and Drain 
their Congregations ; and how the 
deluded People had rather give them 
the worth of a Shillizg, than the Dues 
of Two pence to their own Gxres, it 
makes me often run the Parallel be- 
tween you and theme, and think ; what 
a Politick and gainful Pretence you 
have gut to renounce your Livirgs, 
for to ſecure your Conſcierces, and to 
Preach the Word like the Primitive 


Apoitles ; when God knows, *tis not 
out of Love to the Pegple, but to 


your ſelves. 
+ Aad I proteſt tro yov, were I a Man 
to be Maintain'd . by the Pa/prr, and 
conſulted my P,ofie more than the 
Gooaneſs of my Cauſe, I ſhould take. the 
ſame Courſes that you do ; I ſhould 
rather be Mr. M. than Dr. A. of Ply- 
mouth ; and ſhould chuſe the plencitul 
Income of that dyll Zealot Dr. Max- 
ton , before that of his moſt Learned 
and Religious Succeſſor of Covent- 
Garden, * 
But 


.* ) a malicious enumeration of Particulars: 
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But though you Live very well, and 
' better indeed than moſt of the Mzn#-- 
fters of the Church, yet the Miſchief 
of it is, you are uncapable of Dignie 
ties ; which makes you ſuch Aerians, 
and upon all occafions openeth your 
| Throats as wide as Sepalchres, againſt 
' the Biſhops and the Church. 

You know what' an Hiſtory of Bz- 
ſ1ps Mr. Prin hath wrote, and what a 
fa;r Collection the Learned Smec. hath 
taken out of him ; as if when a Byſhop 
is defective, either in Piety, Learning, 
or the Skill of Government., it were 
| not the deplorable Unhappineſs, but 
'\ the faultof the Church of England. 

Should an Heathen, or Mihametan, 
make ſuch an Hiſtorical Coile@ion of 
ſcandalous Chriſtians, either in this or 
former Ages, you 'would not be per- 
ſwaded for all that, to prefer- the A/- 
coran.betore the Goſpel , or the moſt ex- 
alted Paganiſm whatſcever,, before the 
Chriſtian Religion. | | 

Therefore Wiſe -and Sober Men will 
make no Inference but this, from ſuch 


That 
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That Corraptions will creep into Go- 
vernment, notwithſtanding all the care 
' thatcanbeuſed to the contrary , and 
that by the favour of Prizces ( who 
hear with other Mens Ears, and often 
receive undeſerved Gharatters of Men) 
ſometimes Ambitions, ſometimes [gp o- 
rant, and ſometimes Shothful, Impru- 
dent, or Debauched Perſons, will be 
prefer'd to the moſt Honourable Digni- 
ties in the Church. But this, as otten 
as it happens, is the Miſery of the 
Church ot England, which all true 
' Church- Mex lament ; though the Men 


of the ſhort Cloak take all ſuch occaſions 


to expoſe her to the Scorn of the Com- 
mon People, who judg by Sexſe and 
not by Reaſoz; and who: are taught 
by you, to make'no diſtintion between 
the Byſbops and the Chnrch. 

But'were all her Biſhops the beſt Ghri- 
ſtians, the beſt Scholars, and the beſt 
Goverzours in the World z and ſhould 
the Royal hand place her Meters on the 
Heads of none but Fewels, Whitgift's, 
Andrew's, Hall's, Uſher's, Mortoy's, 
Taylor's, and Sanderſor's, yet that Un- 
j7 chriſtian 
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chriſtian ſpirit of Envy and Diſcon- 


| tent, which informs the Now-Gon- 
| formiſts, would ſtill flie upon her wich 


open Mouth , like Beaſts upon the 
Saints of old condemn'd to the Amphi- 
theater , and make her, as ſhe hath al- 
ready been for almoſt Forty .years, a 


' Spectacle to God, to Angels, and to 


Mez. 
The wicked Lives of ſcandalous. B:- 


| ſoops and Prieſts, if there be any. ſach, 


are her ſad Misfortune, but cannot 
juſtifie the Schifme you are guilty of ; 
who are bound to hear even themy as 
much as the Few's. were bound to hear 


\ the Scribes and Phariſes, thoſe Hype- 


crites that ſate in Moſes's Chair, 

—]f -cither this, or any thing 
elſe, a thouſand times better than I 
am able to Write, may prove effeQual 
to reclaim you from Schiſm; I ſhall 
be as glad, as to ſee ſome other of 
our Friends reformed from Drun- 
kenneſs, Swearing » and Unclean- 
neſs: Which are very grievous and 
dreadful -Sizs, but yet not more dam- 


\ | } nable in their Nature , nor more de- 


itructive 
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ſtruQive to the Chriſtian Religion, ndr 

' more deeply rooted in the Soul of Man, 
'than-that of Schiſm, From: which I? 
'pray God by the Power of his Grace 
to Preſerve me, and Reform you, through! 
Feſ#s Chriſt our Lord; to whoſe Proze-) 
Wop —— it -u and ref, b 


Your moſt Aﬀettionate | 


Coin, and 


Humble Servant, | 


